Contact dissolution of cholesterol gallstones with organic solvents.
Contact dissolution of cholesterol gallstones with organic solvents is emerging as a rapid, safe, alternative treatment for symptomatic cholesterol gallbladder stones. Placement of a percutaneous transhepatic catheter into the gallbladder is a rapid and safe technique. The availability of safe, effective cholesterol solvents and solvent transfer devices means that cholesterol gallbladder stones can be eliminated rapidly and safely by CDOS, without the risk of general anesthesia or surgical dissection of the gallbladder bed. Patients with single gallstones are better candidates for CDOS than are patients with multiple gallstones because recurrence after dissolution is less common. Contact dissolution may well be judged the treatment of choice by the medical-surgical gallstone management team in some patients.